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Shreddergate scandal

The death-threat letters . . . 

One of the letters that convinced a girl in custody not to talk to the police about what 
happened in the waters at Wivenhoe Dam.

SERIOUS questions arise about the death-
threat letters referred to on page one of this 
newspaper and reproduced on this page. 

The matter they refer to, a claim that a 
15-year-old girl in custody was taken by a 
group of staff members of the John Oxley 
Youth Detention Centre (most of whom 
were not security offi cers) in April 1991 to 
the Wivenhoe Dam and raped by one of them 
in the water, was covered extensively in our last 
edition (see link at www.justiceproject.net).  

Signifi cantly, April 1991 was 15 months 
after an inquiry into the John Oxley centre 
was abruptly halted by the new Goss govern-
ment, and all the evidence it had gathered, 
shredded. 

We now know that evidence embraced the 
abuse of children in the custody of the state.

And April 1991 was just a few months after 
the manager of the centre at the time of the 
inquiry was paid (illegally) almost $30,000 
dollars he was not entitled to and required 
to sign an agreement that he would never talk 
about what had happened in the centre while 
he was there.

As well, the events of April 1991 mirrored 
almost exactly what had happened some time 
earlier when another girl was taken to remote 
locations in the countryside and raped by sev-
eral male inmates of the John Oxley Centre.

Clearly, shutting down the inquiry and 
destroying everything it had gathered meant 
that business at John Oxley was able to go 
on as normal. 

Although we have been assured over the 
years that if there was anything wrong it was 
fi xed when the management at the time of the 
aborted Heiner inquiry was replaced.

Those assurances have now been utterly 
trashed.

So back to the questions … to the Premier, 
to the Minister for Child Safety or to his new 
Director-General, or to anyone else prepared 
to answer them for us.

Who approved the trip to the Wivenhoe 
Dam and the make-up of the group of staff 
involved? 

How many other such trips took place from 
that centre?

Who will now answer the question we have 
been asking for months but have been ignored 

… where was the 17-year-old girl referred to 
by former Minister Sherrin in the media in 
1989 raped on an outing from the centre but 
declined to lay charges against her assailant?

Was the girl Aboriginal or Caucasian?
When did this assault occur?
Were the fi les of any of the rape incidents 

referred to above provided to barristers 
Morris and Howard when they investigated 
the paper trail involved in the shredding 
matter in 1997?

In her report into the abuse of children 
in the care of state and church institutions, 
Royal Commissioner Leneen Forde says at 
page 168 that a staff member alleged a girl had 
been raped by a staff member on an outing, 
the girl did not proceed with the matter and 
the man resigned. Given the documentation 
that exists on the Wivenhoe Dam incident in 
the department’s fi les, was this material made 
available to Mrs Forde?

If so, what did she do about it?
If the material was not provided to her, 

why not?
Given that the girl involved in the Wivenhoe 

Dam matter had been bashed on her return 
from the outing and her safety was being 
threatened (see the letters on this page), who 
approved her early release – several months 
early she says?

Given that the release took place in late 
April 1991, why was the Criminal Justice 
Commission not offi cially informed of the 
matter for three months?  

When the girl was released was she given 
any assistance or protection that might 
have allowed her to make a statement to 
the police and pursue charges against her 
alleged assailant confi dent that her safety 
could be assured?

If not, why not?
Could the letters reproduced on this page 

constitute a prima facie breach of s 140 of 
the Criminal Code (attempt to pervert the 
course of justice)? 

The above is not necessarily an exhaustive 
list, but as a start we look forward to pub-
lishing specifi c responses to the above in our 
next edition.

Bruce Grundy
Editor
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